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Dear Dr Lloyd, 

Re: Public Health (Minimum Price for Alcohol) (Wales) Bill. 

Thank you for inviting my comments on this important proposed new alcohol and public health 

legislation. My experience has been principally around evaluating the impact of changes in the minimum 

price rates applied by Canadian provincial government monopolies, describing the ranges of minimum 

pricing policies used and analysing them from the perspective of public health. Much of the proposed 

Bill concerns enforcement practices of which I have some limited local knowledge. In May 2016, the 

British Columbia's government Liquor Distribution Branch (LDB) applied its minimum pricing regulations 

explicitly for the first time to private liquor stores along with a system of warnings and fines. Prior to 

that, minimum prices for applied in government liquor stores and only in theory to private liquor stores 

which we found in price surveys would be often non-compliant. We did a small evaluation (as yet 

unpublished) of this new policy which may be relevant to the Welsh situation. It uncovered the fact that 

the LDB relied heavily on information provided by competitors i.e. if one outlet broke ranks and priced 

too low, their competitors were naturally keen to draw this fact to the attention of the enforcement 

agency. The point of this is to suggest that in the regulations thought is given to adequate enforcement 

structures as well as enabling and encouraging information from the public and from industry members 

if they see a failure to comply with the new Bill. 

In reading your draft Bill (I am no lawyer) I noted a few things. Firstly, the formula for calculating the 

appropriate price is incredibly elegant and that should aid interpretation and compliance. I think it will 

also be necessary to provide some kind of app for people to make these calculations - and perhaps a 

regularly updated and searchable website with information on most commonly available brands. 

I notice also how carefully the Bill is worded to stop loopholes such as bulk discounting, multi-

buy and other schemes offering alcohol along with other goods as part of a package discount. I 

expect there may be problems with enforcement of this in practice with questions about what 

would be the applicable price for the other product if it was not sold with alcohol. Supposing the 

product was unique and not otherwise available for sale? How would one determine its usual 

price? 

It may be obvious in the UK context, but is it worth stipulating that the minimum price applies to 

the final retail price inclusive of all sales and other taxes? In Canada we have the bizarre 

situation that all prices are quoted in retail outlets before such taxes are applied so we would 
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Dear Dr Lloyd, 

Re: Canadian evidence examining associations between minimum price changes and levels of alcohol 

related harm 

Please find enclosed/attached some copies of published papers on this topic. These papers focus 

primarily on British Columbia where my research base is located. Please note that minimum prices have 

been in operation here for at least 30 years. They have not kept pace with inflation and have only 

occasionally been adjusted. Our research has examined short and longer term impacts each time a 

minimum price for a particular beverage is increased. Alcohol industry critics of our research have 

. pointed out that over much of the period we look at, alcohol consumption and related harm has 

increased despite our having minimum pricing. This criticism indicates a complete lack of understanding 

of what our research achieved as we simply demonstrated an inverse association between price and 

harms -for most of the time the value of minimum pricing has declined in British Columbia resulting in 

increased consumption and related harm. This research was primarily funded by a peer reviewed grant I 

obtained with a team of other researchers from the US and UK from the Canadian Institutes of Health 

Research. We also published three papers examining the experience of Saskatchewan where there was 

an especially sudden change in minimum pricing policy that presented more a clear-cut natural policy 

experiment. Note that this resulted in estimates of higher impacts on alcohol consumption than in 

British Columbia. 

Please find below a list of the papers (from oldest to newest) provided with comments(**) about their 

contribution. 

1. Hill-McManus, D., Brennan, A., Stockwell, T., Giesbrecht, N., Thomas, G., Zhao, J., Martin,

G. and Wettlaufer, A. (2012) Model-based appraisal of alcohol minimum pricing in

Ontario and British Columbia: A Canadian adaptation of the Sheffield Alcohol Policy

Model Version 2. Technical Report, Centre for Addictions Research of BC, University of

Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. See: Services Society by the Centre for Addictions

Research of BC, University of Victoria, BC.

https://www.uvic.ca/research/centres/cisur/assets/docs/report-appraisal-alcohol­

minimum-pricing.pdf 

** The Sheffield University modelling team collaborated with us to generate estimates of the 

potential benefits of introducing minimum unit pricing into Canadian provinces. Of note is that 

their estimates are highly conservative in comparison with the empirically derived estimates of 

actual impacts each time minimum price rates have been adjusted in British Columbia. 

Additional information








